Instruction for FSHS Abstracts

Please use a filename that includes:
· The section (ANR, C, HP, K/KM, OGL, V or P[footnoteRef:1] [1:  ANR – Agroecology & Natural Resources; C – Citrus; HP – Handling & Processing, 
K or KM – Krome or Mango Summit; OGL – Ornamental, Garden & Landscape;
V – Vegetable; or P - Poster] 

· Your last name
· 3-4 identifying words from your title
· Example: K- Crane avocado disorder (abstract)
This makes the job of the Program Coordinator, Editor and Sectional Vice President much simpler.

Two examples of abstracts are available as examples:
1. Two or more authors at the same location

[bookmark: _MON_1740568358] 
2. Several authors at multiple locations

[bookmark: _MON_1740568396] 

Students: If you are interested in being part of the student oral competition, the body of your abstract should contain no more than 250 words or it will be disqualified. Both the abstract samples meet that requirement. See below for assistance in finding the number of words in your abstract (from Microsoft):
Count the number of words in a part of a document
To count the number of words in only part of your document, select the text you want to count. Then use the Tools menu and click Word Count.
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Watermelon Planting Decisions with Multiple Risks: A Simulation Analysis
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Watermelon growers choose planting dates every year considering multiple risks. North Florida growers report that timing their harvest to coincide with the best market window is their primary consideration. Earlier harvests typically find more favorable markets, but earlier planting has a higher risk of freeze damage. Research also indicates that risk of Fusarium wilt (a soilborne disease) is higher during cooler weather, adding to the risk of planting earlier. Thus, growers need to balance market risk (e.g., getting a low price) and production risk (e.g., lower harvest or higher cost due to freezing temperatures or disease) in selecting a planting date. The objective of our analysis is to examine the effect of planting date on the distribution of economic returns, considering these multiple risks. We estimate parameters of the probability distributions for key risk factors, based on input from watermelon growers, published price data, historical freeze data, experiment station trials, and the experience of specialists. The distribution of economic returns is then simulated for three planting windows using Simetar®, an add-in for Excel®. Results demonstrate planting date risk-return tradeoffs, validate the growers’ drive to plant early despite higher production risks, and identify thresholds at which delayed planting could be a favorable risk-management strategy.



Abstract only: 321 words – this is too long by 71 words and would be excluded from the student competition!
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Use of Sparkleberry as a Potential Rootstock in Commercial Blueberry Production 

Jeff Williamson* and Rebecca Darnell

Horticultural Sciences Department, IFAS, University of Florida, IFAS, Gainesville, FL 

* (jgrw@ufl.edu)

Southern highbush blueberry (SHB) has specific soil requirements that include high soil organic matter (OM) content and low pH. Southern highbush blueberry is often grown in sandy soils that are acidified and heavily amended with OM. In the southeast U.S., pine bark is the primary source of O.M. Pine bark represents a major establishment cost and additional pine bark is needed every two to three years to maintain plant health. Blueberry plants grown on pine bark amended soils are shallow-rooted and subject to diurnal and periodic drought stresses during warm weather, which reduces yield. After establishment, the single greatest SHB production cost is hand harvesting. Although grower interest in machine harvesting of SHB is high, the wide, multi-caned crown of SHB is not conducive to efficient mechanical harvesting.  Vaccinium arboreum (sparkleberry) is a small tree that is native in the southeastern U.S. and has the following beneficial traits for consideration as a blueberry rootstock: 1) graft compatibility with SHB; 2) single truck architecture; 3) deep, expansive root system; 4) tolerance to low soil OM; and 5) greater tolerance to high soil pH than SHB. Research with V. arboreum as a blueberry rootstock is ongoing. To date, our research shows increased fruit production for grafted SHB compared to non-grafted SHB under both amended (high OM) and non-amended (low OM) soil conditions. 

Abstract only: 220 words


